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The Lutherans: Posting Vital Information Since 1517
Letter from the Pastor
Greetings in the name of Christ Jesus our Lord
For what has been, we give thanks to God. For what is, we give thanks to God. For what
is yet to be, we give thanks to God. This phrase has been on my mind the past few days as we
find ourselves in yet another new year, the year of our Lord 2022. There is going to be a lot of
firsts this year, the first year we learn how to be church together amidst the realities of so many
unknown, the first year I lead worship as an ordained minister, the first year we enter into full
time ministry together with me on as your officially full-time pastor. I am excited to see what
the future holds for us as we begin 2022 and while I cannot say for certain what God holds in
store for us this year I can tell you it will be good for the God we worship is the sole source of
goodness and mercy in this world.

Speaking of good things there are many good things happening at St Matthew Lutheran
Church that I’d like to draw your attention to. Our new paraments are coming in slowly yet
surely, many thanks to the Steinle, Rogers, and Muehleip families for the memorial donations
to make this possible. This past Sunday amidst the cold and the snow we sang a new liturgical
setting, Now the Feast and Celebration. This setting is one near and dear to my heart as it will
be the liturgy of my ordination come June. The council and I are looking ahead to the future
and are looking into Lenten programming for the upcoming church season so stay tuned for
news on this. This past year has been a year of triumphs and setbacks, but looking ahead to
2022 I am hopeful for this iteration of the church. If what we already are doing is any indication
of how our 2022 will be spent then God has some big plans for St Matthew Lutheran.
Respectfully yours in Christ
Pastor Blake W. Shipman

President’s Letter January 2022
Greetings to all!
Happy New Year to everyone; I hope this newsletter finds everyone safe, healthy and
warm! Our New Year’s Day vesper service was canceled due to snow, and the weather for our January
2nd worship service reminded us all that January is, was, and probably will be our coldest month of the
year yet again.
Our Christmas Eve service provided all who attended in person or online the perfect setting to
celebrate our Savior’s birth.

The new paraments added a special touch of beauty to the lectern and

alter. As the seasons of the church change this year we can look forward to several more updates to the
paraments., We hope these will contribute to a meditative frame of mind for each of us, as we view them,
to contemplate why we are gathered here together, and to draw us into a mood for a deeper time of
reflection as we begin each worship service.
The Congregation Council’s plan is to focus on outreach during the upcoming year. As part of that
focus, we have replaced the heavy wooden tables in the Fellowship Hall with light-weight durable plastic
tables to be able to expand the number and types of activities we can host there; and we also have added
electric outlets to the Welcome Center should we wish to serve hot drinks before or after services. The
Council also will be reviewing and updating our Strategic Plan that we approved five years ago, and we
will be providing additional information in the months to come. I can say at this time that Charlie Marsden
reports that we already have completed many activities recommended in the plan, so now is a good time
for a review and development of new goals.
For your attention, we will be relocating the defibrillator from the Welcome Center to the hallway
between the sanctuary to the Fellowship Hall (where a phone used to be next to the north exit door) and

installing an ANSI class B first-aid kit next to it. This will allow quicker access to both from the sanctuary,
Fellowship Hall and Little Learners/office space on the second floor.
Finally, in January we will be reviewing our Ministries of the Month. If anyone has suggestions,
please contact me or another Council member.
With that, looking forward to seeing all of you in church again soon.
Bryan Daniel
President

WE’VE GOT MAIL……

December 22, 2021

Dear Friends,
We wish to thank you, our church family, for all the love, support, and prayers you have shown
our family since the birth of our grandson, Dillon.
We are blessed to share that both he and his parents are thriving and well. Our daughter in law
has responded well to the treatment she has received since the birth. Dillon has grown and is
healthy due to the round the clock care he has had for the past 6 weeks, spending 3 of those
weeks in the NICU. His birth due date would have been this week and he is right on target
weighing nearly 7 lbs now.
His parents were blown away by the generosity you showed them as they received your Special
Focus Ministry gift. Thank you for all your support these past two months. Know that you hold
a special place in our hearts.

God’s blessings and Merry Christmas!
Jan and Bruce Etzel

We recently purchased an ANSI Type B first aid kit. This was recommended by the
Safety, Security and Technology Committee. It is set up to be used in emergency
situations. Inventory will be maintained on a regular basis so that it is ready in case of
an emergency.

OUR MISSION OF THE MONTH
Jo DAVIESS COUNTY WORKSHOP
The Workshop has been promoting the general welfare of
individuals with disabilities in JDC since 1961 when a small group
of parents started The Workshop, and through perseverance, kept it
going for the first 10 years.
The well-rounded programming at The Workshop is meant to enrich
the everyday lives of the individuals served. The vocational,
educational and social opportunities become a meaningful part of
the individual’s life and contribute to their sense of pride and
community.
Through donations and support from the community, The Workshop
is able to provide programs such as job training, health and
wellness, community meals program, salvation army and Special
Olympics.
If you would like to give to our mission of the month, please put your
donation in an envelope marked MONTHLY MISSION and place in the
basket in the welcome center.

“When God Blesses You Financially,
Don’t Raise Your Standard Of Living.
Standard of GIVING”

Raise Your

FELLOWSHIP HALL
Council approved the purchase of six new round tables for the Fellowship
Hall. The tables will provide us with more flexibility and comfort in the Fellowship
Hall. They are lightweight but durable plastic. We look forward to being able to
use them for church fellowship, bible studies, community outreach, etc.

Fred Baltz
Bill Fitch
Jane Klinkner
Kris Korte
Cindy Laity
Kim Miller
Gordy Montgomery
Thomas Vanderlinde
Mason Wild

Logan & Lydia VanderBush

SCHOLARSHIP

2022 Lutheran Leadership Award
Beta Sigma Psi - National Lutheran Fraternity is offering a
$3,000 scholarship to a Lutheran male freshman attending the University
of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign in fall 2022. The application is due by
March 5th at 11:59PM and can be accessed digitally at
http://alpha.betasigmapsi.org/scholarship.php. Runner-ups may be eligible
for $500. There is no obligation to join Beta Sigma Psi or be related to a
member of the fraternity to receive this award. If you have any questions,
please email UIUCscholarship@betasigmapsi.org.

November Financial Information

Income $7,365.59

Expense $8,868.92

St. Matthew Lutheran Church
127 South High Street,
Galena, IL 61036
815-777-1134
www.stmat.net
Service Times:
Saturday at 5:30 pm
Sunday at 10 am
Recorded Service Available On Our Website After 12:30 pm
Where God’s work happens 7 days a week.
A First Century Church for the Twenty-first Century
Look for us on Facebook!

