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The Lutherans: Posting Vital
Information Since 1517
Letter from the Pastor
Greetings in the name of Christ Jesus our Lord
I am rather interested in family history, having connections to
your roots is important to me. On my mother’s side of the family
we are Danish. In college I had the opportunity to go to two
important places in my family history, Denmark and Ellis Island. In
Denmark I stood on the Atlantic sea wall and looked out to the
open ocean and wondered what my great-great grandfather felt
as he looked upon this large body of water. On Ellis Island I saw

the statue of liberty and the intake centers set up for those who
came ashore to the new world and couldn’t help but wonder what
sense my great-great grandfather felt. As we enter the month of
July and mark the 245 anniversary of the founding of our country
th

I invite you to reflect upon your beginnings. How did your family
make it to America? How has almighty God blessed you with
fruitfulness throughout the generations? To be an American is to
be a participant in this great experiment of democracy that has
stood the stress of time repeatedly.
Here at St. Matthew Lutheran we give thanks to God for
providing the safe haven of faith that America is while also
acknowledging that across the world some of our brothers and
sisters in the faith are persecuted for their religion. We hold them
in our prayer constantly. As the month where we celebrate our
freedom rolls in once more there are many things to celebrate at
the church.

Saturday evening vespers is beginning the first weekend of
July, work continues to be done on the damaged back door, I will
be leading a new Bible Study starting July 8 at 11:30, I am
th

preparing to leave for Colorado to officiate the wedding of
Jeannine Steinle’s granddaughter Jackie, council continues to
meet and discuss what might the church look like post pandemic
and many amazing ideas pour out of our meetings.
Above all, we all are provided for by almighty God day in and
day out and without this, nothing I’ve listed above would be
possible. May God bless America, the world, and you as you go
about your days and please have a happy and safe Fourth of July.
Respectfully yours in Christ
Pastor Blake W. Shipman

President’s Letter July 2021

Greetings to all!
As I write this letter on July 1 , we are three days away from the
st

resumption of our Saturday evening worship services, which will begin
at 5:30 p.m. on July 3. But maybe resumption is the wrong word to
describe it since, as Pastor Blake notes above, it is not just a first
delivery of the following Sunday’s service, but set in the format of a
Vespers service. So maybe we should say that it is the renaissance of
our Saturday services going forward. Please spread the word to people
you know who may benefit from this alternative time or worship format.
In early June we had a local art conservation expert inspect our
painting over the back alter to see if we needed to do any restoration or
preservation work. She was amazed at how well the painting has
weathered the last 150 years, to such an extent that it should easily
make it another 75 years or more without requiring any substantial
work. So, the painting will continue to be a blessing for future
generations of congregation members and friends. Next on the

Council’s agenda will be to get an appraisal of the painting for insurance
purposes, and turn our attention to the stained-glass windows for
evaluation and appraisal.
Also in early June, we started to pilot hearing-assist devices for
those needing help to better hear the sermon and service from their
pews. Roger Johnson has been working to overcome several technical
issues encountered during the role-out, and most issues have been
resolved. If you would like to see if a hearing-assist device would
enhance your participation in worship, please stop by the Welcome
Center when you arrive and we will get you set up.
By now most of you have heard that we had a car accidentally
crash into a pillar in the back parking lot and damaged the glass doors.
We are fortunate no one was injured. Special thanks to Jan and Bruce
Etzel, Roger Johnson, my wife, Jeff Miller, Pastor Blake, his father and
uncle for being on scene so quickly to clean the site and secure the
building from the elements until permanent repairs can be made. (I
think Roger was running out of projects to work on until this came up.)

Charlie Marsden is working with the insurance companies to ensure we
are made whole for the damages.
And while we are giving thanks to members for doing things
behind the scenes that do not always get the proper acknowledgement,
I want to thank Kris Korte, and Gary and Gail Appel for keeping the front
of the church looking beautiful with the flowers in the beds and pots.
Finally, every year the Lutheran Congregations in Mission for
Christ hosts an annual convention for members from around the world
(LCMC has 186 congregations located in 14 countries outside the US,
771 in the US). “Speak It, Live It, Share It” is the theme of the 21st
Annual Gathering & Convention, which will take place October 3-6,
2021 at Upper Arlington Lutheran Church in Hilliard, OH. I have
attended one or two Gatherings in the past and thoroughly enjoyed the
experience, so would encourage anyone looking for a vacation
destination to consider this opportunity. The event will also be live
streamed for those who are unable to attend in person. You can get
more information at https://www.lcmc.net/annual-gathering

With that, looking forward to seeing all of you in church again soon.
Bryan Daniel
President

HAVE A SAFE AND HAPPY FOURTH OF JULY!!!

MISSION OF THE MONTH

Lutheran World Relief School Kits is our mission this month. Below are instructions on how to
complete a school kit to donate. Any questions on completing these kits can be directed to Edie
Jones.

“Keep hold of instruction; do not let go; guard her, for she is your life.”
Proverbs 4:13

School Kits
E

ducation is one of the strongest
tools a community has for breaking
the cycle of poverty. Ensuring that
girls attend school, especially
in places where their access is
deprioritized, has even stronger
results. Schoo/ Kits contain essential
supplies to help children - and
in some cases, adults - continue
/earning in the face of serious
obstacles. That learning leads to a
better life for them, their families and
their communities.
Please review the General Assembly
Instructions on Page .1 before
collecting Items for the School Kits.

Include the following
items In each School Kit:

O

O

Four 70-80 sheet notebooks (280300 sheets total) of wide- or collegeruled paper approximately 8" X 10½";
no loose-leaf paper

One 30-centimeter ruler, or a ruler
with centimeters on one side and
inches on the other

O One pencil sharpener
O One pair of blunt scissors
(safety scissors with embedded steel
blades work well)

0

Five unsharpened #2 pencils
with erasers; secure together
with a rubber band

D Five black or blue ballpoint pens

Do not add other items or
leave out any of the Items
listed. All items should be new and
in good condition. Remove any excess
packaging. Pack all items in bag and
close. Do not enclose the kit or any of its
contents in plastic bags.

Visit lwr.org/schoolkits or call
800.597.5972 for an easy-sew
backpack-style bag pattern, tips
for purchasing pre-made bags,
and printable signs to help with
your next assembly.

Shipping Note: LWR's approximate
cost to handle and ship one School
Kit overseas is $1.40. See Page 15
to learn how to support the
LWR Quilt & Kit Shipping Fund .

(no gel ink); secure together with
a rubber band

D One box of 16 or 24 crayons

D One 2½" eraser
D One sturdy drawstring backpack-style

I

cloth bag approximately 14" X 17"
with shoulder straps (no standard
backpacks); recommended fabrics
include sturdy cotton, canvas,
denim, and twill
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Roger Johnson
Amy Farley
Lydia VanderBush
Ruth Schmidt
Karen Montgomery
Joanne Carlson
Tanya Vanderlinde
Logan VanderBush
Dick Jones
Dale Wohlers
Fabi Voigt

July 12
July 15
July 25

Charles & Kathy Pedersen
Wyatt & Jennifer Anderson
John & Jane Klinkner

(June) Income $6,909.11
(June) Expense $14,331.84

St. Matthew Lutheran Church
127 South High Street,
Galena, IL 61036
815-777-1134
www.stmat.net
Service Times: Saturday at 5:30 pm
Sunday at 9:00 am
Recorded Service Available For Sunday
Service On Our Website
After 12:00 pm
Where God’s work happens 7 days a week.
A First Century Church for the Twenty-first Century
Look for us on Facebook!

