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The Lutherans: Posting Vital Information Since 1517
Letter from the Pastor
Greetings to you in the name of Christ Jesus our Lord
“Lord, to whom can we go? You have the words of eternal life.” These are the words spoken to Jesus
by Simon Peter when asked if the 12 would fall
away like the rest. It is a witness to Jesus that the disciples realize that nothing in this world can
surmount that which Jesus Christ gives, eternal life. I think that is a beautiful sentiment that we all have
to stop and marvel at for a minute every now and again, nothing in the world around us, both seen and
unseen, can ever surmount the precious gift given to us through Jesus Christ our Lord. In my work at the
church I make this my frame work for all that I say and do. Everything that comes through my work as
minister of this congregation is only possible through the one who has set us all in place upon the earth.
In terms of the church, this month has been a fruitful month of ministry.. I’m preparing to perform a
baptism at church this weekend. I’ve just come off of a trip to Colorado where I officiated the wedding
of Jackie and Kevin Ross (Jackie is the granddaughter of our dear late Jeannine Steinle). I’m working

with Pastor Robin Lucky, of Lord of Love Lutheran Church, to better serve the immigrant community of
Galena. Maureen Knipschield and I have met concerning Sunday school and think we’ve found a great
model to implement (more to come on this at a later date). Pam McKinsey and I are constantly meeting
to discuss worship and music, and this past week Pam and I have mapped out what the rest of the year
will look like within the congregation.
Needless to say it is a busy and fruitful season here at St. Matthew Lutheran church. I am not losing
sight of the why behind all of this, the gifts which Peter speaks of in his proclamation, Lord to whom
shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. May God bless and keep you in this month ahead.
Respectfully yours in Christ
•

Pastor Blake W. Shipman

President’s Letter August 2021
Greetings to all!
As I write this on August 2d, I am happy to report that we now have new rear doors installed at
the back of the church earlier than expected, so the plywood is gone. We still need to receive the
electronic components for the card access system, and Roger Johnson is working on the trim, but the rear
of the church looks much better now. Repair of the brick support column is going to be expedited, so we
should be in good shape again soon.
The stained-glass window appraisal is now scheduled to be conducted in early August, so we are
now waiting only for a firm date for repairs to the steeple and roof, as well as an inspection of the bell
frame.
As for activity by the Congregation Council, we were recently invited to apply to be a COVID-19
test center for the community. We have applied and await an answer. If approved, this would give us an
opportunity to continue our efforts to become a “community” church as part of our outreach
efforts. Pastor Emeritus Baltz led the Council through a reading of the Post Quarantine Church booklets
earlier this summer which discusses the challenges and opportunities facing congregations as a result of
the prolonged virus-induced lockdowns. Going forward, the Council will revisit our Strategic Plan
approved a few years ago with a focus on the challenges and opportunities presented in the book. The
Council has also begun pre-work on what we need to do to smoothly transition to a new fiscal year
beginning on November 1 of each year; we are working with Little Learners to develop a transition plan
st

as the current teachers plan to retire in a couple of years; and there is preliminary talk of potential changes
to the Welcome Center in the back of the sanctuary to open it up, but at his point it is just a discussion of
wants, needs, and architectural limitations. More to come on this possibly in the future.

Finally, I read in the Galena Gazette that Chuck Pedersen has submitted his resignation as the Jo
Daviess County Emergency Management Agency Coordinator in November, so a special thanks to Chuck
for his years of professional service planning for and responding to emergencies here at home, especially
the recent COVID-19 pandemic. We are all safer now as a result of his tireless efforts and direction.
With that, looking forward to seeing all of you in church again soon.
Bryan Daniel
President

WE’VE GOT MAIL………………….

Dubuque Glass Installers, with help from Bryan Daniels and Roger Johnson, completed the first
phase of the new rear doors installation. In the near future we will restore Proximity card access
to the right side door, install the needed sweeps at the bottom of each door, and complete the
interior wood trim installation. The new doors look good and function very well.
Roger Johnson.

OUR MISSION OF THE MONTH

LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF
If you would like to give to our mission of the month, please put your
donation in an envelope marked AUGUST MISSION and place in the
basket in the welcome center.

“When God Blesses You Financially,
Don’t Raise Your Standard Of Living. Raise Your
Standard of GIVING”

August 02
August 13
August 19
August 20
August 24
August 25
August 26
August 30

Bryan Daniel
Beverly Coffey Reda
Deanna Gross
Maureen Knipschield
Gail Appel
Rita Wohlers
Jerry Wachter
Cameron Harstad

August 08
August 18
August 18

Irle & Marilyn Boehm
Dick & Edie Jones
John & Tammy Oldenburg

July Financial Information

Income $8,787.60

Expense $7,115.24

St. Matthew Lutheran Church
127 South High Street,
Galena, IL 61036
815-777-1134
www.stmat.net
Service Times:
Saturday at 5:30 pm
Sunday at 9 am
Recorded Service Available On Our Website After 12:30 pm
Where God’s work happens 7 days a week.
A First Century Church for the Twenty-first Century
Look for us on Facebook!

