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The Lutherans: Posting Vital Information Since 1517
Letter from the Pastor
Greetings and peace to you in the name of the risen Lord
In New York City there are two black marble water falls the mark where the North and
South towers once stood. In between these two monuments, with the names of the
fallen upon them, stands a tree unlike any other. In October, 2001, a Callery pear tree was
found amidst the rubble of the world trade center. Battered and bruised this tree was nursed
back to health and replanted at ground zero amidst the new memorial. It’s battered and
bruised trunk now bears healthy branches, fruit comes from the tree once more, that which
was once good and fruitful is once more. It’s hard to believe that twenty years has gone by
since that fateful September 11. Twenty commemorations of what we lost, 20 birthdays left
uncelebrated, 20 funeral dates painfully remembered. On top of this though there is also
twenty years of baseball first pitches, twenty years of singing the national anthem, twenty
years of growth that remembers what was and looks forward to what shall be.

Growth, now that’s a funny word. Growth is a subtle change over time yet we are
people who do not like change. When it’s all said and done though we look back and recount
how we’ve grown. It’s that which we don’t want yet truly need. Just like the pear tree at
ground zero, we proudly display all the bumps and bruises we collect along our way towards
who God is shaping us to be. Pride because without those moments we would not be who we
are today. The church is no stranger to this concept of growth, we’ve been shaped and
morphed by God’s hand throughout the centuries to ensure that we continually have the skill
set we need to fulfill the greatest commandment and the great commission. In order to love
God and our neighbors as ourselves and to spread the gospel, we must be open to God’s
invitation to growth and change despite our own fears and trepidations. We’ve learned this all
too well in the past year and few months. Here at St. Matthew, we’ve rolled with many punches
and continually proclaim the gospel and love our neighbors despite it all.
There are many exciting ways in which God is working through us for the community of
Galena and the greater tri-state area. With the gifts from our dear Jeannine Steinle and Marilyn
Muehleip’s funeral memorial funds, we are in the process of ordering new paraments for our
alter and lectern. Through this fund three of the five paraments that have the most wear will be
replaced with the final two to be replaced at a different time.
Maureen Knipschield and I are going to be piloting a mentorship model for Sunday
school. All students will have a mentor within the congregation that walks with them through
their faith formation.

Pam McKinsey and I continually meet to discuss how to better shape the music ministry
of the congregation. We are excited to see the continual growth within this sector of the
ministries of St. Matthew Lutheran.
Our online worship continues to be an ever-growing part of our worshiping community
and we look forward to what the future may hold with audio-visual opportunities at the church.
Despite the fact that Covid is a continual reality for us, rest assured that your church is
built upon the solid ground of God’s word. Though our tree might display bruises from this time
of uncertainty, our Church community is devout and will weather the storm and the change
that comes from it. I ask that you continually pray for this congregation and myself and do
know that you are always in my prayers.
Respectfully yours in Christ
Pastor Blake W Shipman

For more information about the Survivor Tree, visit
https://www.911memorial.org/connect/blog/tree-survived

President’s Letter September 2021
Greetings to all!
August has now come and gone without any lightning strikes to the steeple or cars crashing into
the fellowship hall, so we will book it as a successful month for the church.
The only cloud hanging over the church as we enter September is the reinstatement of the indoor
mask mandate by the State of Illinois. While this is unwelcome news to many of us, I cannot say I am
surprised given the recent uptick in cases in our area. We can only be patient, and be assured that this
second mandate will be temporary: hopefully shorter in duration than the first mandate. As we noted in
our email blast, we will continue with singing the hymns and liturgy, as well as celebrate communion at
the rail, so the mask mandate’s impact on our worship services should be minimal.
The stained-glass window inspection was completed in early August, so we are now waiting on
the appraisers’ report on what action we may need to take to protect and preserve these valuable church
assets. The report will also provide information we can use to ensure that the windows are adequately
insured going forward. We are still looking for a firm date for repairs to the steeple and roof, the brick
column at the back of the church, as well as an inspection of the bell frame.
As for activity by the Congregation Council, Charlie Marsden is working with Van Osdel
Photographics to potentially update our church signage on Franklin Street and in front of the church (we
are losing the sign at Dodge and Spring Street when the road is widened next year). We have just received
proposals and estimated costs that the Council will be reviewing. A group of members also travelled to
Brookfield, WI to look into updating several sets of our paraments that decorate the front altar and lectern
throughout the church year. The Council will be reviewing different fabrics and designs to determine what
is most appropriate for our church. Funding for the updates will come primarily from memorials the
church has received over the last few months. The Council also approved an updated wedding policy that

does not change the previous policy but adds to it, including a new fee schedule for facility use, music and
A/V options, as well as a music policy. We are also initiating a search for new leadership of the Little
Learners ministry hosted by the church. The current leaders have indicated their desire to retire in the
not-to-distant future. So if any members know of any potential candidates please contact any of our
Council members.
With that, looking forward to seeing all of you in church again soon.
Bryan Daniel
President

OUR MISSION OF THE MONTH

WORLD FOOD CRISIS
If you would like to give to our mission of the month, please put your
donation in an envelope marked MONTHLY MISSION and place in the
basket in the welcome center.

“When God Blesses You Financially,
Don’t Raise Your Standard Of Living. Raise Your
Standard of GIVING”
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These 32 school bags will be filled with
donated school supplies and distributed
overseas to children who cannot attend
school if they do not have these supplies.
These bags are also made by the Quilting
group.

GROUP SPOTLIGHT
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I recently met with the Quilting Group of St. Matthews. This group is officially
called the Quilters for Lutheran World Relief. Dedicating their time and talents,
they produce many beautiful quilts each year. As you can see by the pictures
above, these ladies have been very busy! I was curious about the quilting mission
and Edie Jones graciously answered all my questions. Here is our interview:
K: I’m looking at these beautiful quilts. There are so many! How many quilts are really
in that closet?
E: Approximately 60 quilts.

K: All these lovely quilts you have made, where do they go now?
E: We take them to Platteville, from there they go to Madison and from there they are
shipped to the East Coast to be distributed around the world wherever there is a need.
We have also distributed quilts locally, when there was a need.
K: How many people are in the Quilting Group?
E: There are 3 who come regularly and 2 who come when they can.
K: When and where do you meet?
E: We meet upstairs by the office. Because of Covid, we had to change our meeting
time to the 2nd and 3rd Saturday of each month. We quilt from 9:00 am until 10:30 am.
K: Are you looking for more quilters?
E: Yes! Come join us!!! We have a lot of laughs and good conversation while quilting.
K: I don’t know how to quilt, in fact I can barely sew on a button.
E: That’s fine! No sewing or quilting skills are needed and you don’t need to bring
anything. Just show up.
K: I may just take you up on that! I would love to learn how these beautiful quilts are
made. Who can people call if they have any more questions?
E: You can call me, Edie Jones at 312-310-2998
For anyone interested in the Quilting Group’s work, their quilts will be on display during
Blanket Sunday, September 12. And if you’re looking to get involved, join them on
September 15 at one o’clock as they pack up the quilts to be sent to Platteville. As
always, they will be meeting upstairs by the office.
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The Apple Tree Project has been assisting Galena's under-served student population for over 30
years. This locally-run charitable endeavor, which began at Westminster Presbyterian Church, is
now overseen by The United Churches of Galena. This effort annually provides students in need
with the supplies necessary for a successful academic year.
Prior to Covid-19, congregation members contributed by shopping for school supplies. But last
year, in order to observe social distancing practices, monetary contributions were requested. With
those funds, items were purchased in bulk, making everyone’s contribution go as far as possible.
Because of the success of last year's approach, monetary contributions were again requested this
year. And the generosity of an amazing number of caring people made certain that again this year
none of the 70 children needing assistance had to face the first day back to school
unprepared.
Project organizer Pam McKinsey expresses her sincere gratitude to all who contributed from
the participating churches which included First Presbyterian, Galena United Methodist, Lord of
Love Lutheran, St. Mary Catholic, St. Matthew Lutheran and Westminster Presbyterian.
She thanks Pastor Blake Shipman for volunteering St Matthew as the staging center, Kim
Miller for providing the inspirational book bag tags, Pattie Schleicher and Ruth Feece for
packing and labeling the supplies, and Jeff Miller and Merrill Henrichs for transporting all
the supplies to the Primary and Middle Schools.

September 03
September 04
September 10
September 11
September 13
September 15
September 16
September 19
September 20
September 20
September 20
September 20
September 27
September 29

Bernadine Anderson
Clare Rose
Anna Barry
Sam Gross
Rhonda Harstad
Brett Johnson
Pam Johnson
Craig Linn
Rebecca McIntyre
William Miller
Norman Muehleip
Kathleen Pedersen
Todd Vanderlinde
James Wachter

September 15
September 16
September 19
September 26
September 29

Timothy & Andrea Montgomery
Chuck & Carolyn Stork
Jeff & Kim Miller
Dale & Maureen Knipschield
Gordy & Karen Montgomery

August Financial Information

Income $6,688.78

Expense $3,742.30

St. Matthew Lutheran Church
127 South High Street,
Galena, IL 61036
815-777-1134
www.stmat.net
Service Times:
Saturday at 5:30 pm
Sunday at 9 am
Recorded Service Available On Our Website After 12:30 pm
Where God’s work happens 7 days a week.
A First Century Church for the Twenty-first Century
Look for us on Facebook!

